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NEW $20.000 SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUSE OF MEMORIAL ...

-

UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH TO BE DEDICATED TOMORROW

Bishop W. M. Weakley of Parkersburg, W. Va., Will Be in Charge of
Service—Other Visiting C]erﬂymen Will Assist at Service in .
Addition to Pastor, Rev. Dr. Charles E. Fultz.

The new $20,000 Sunday school house
of the Memorial United Brethren
Church at North Capitol and R streets
will be dedicated tomorrow. =

Bishop W. M. Weakley of Parkers-
burg, W. Va., ‘will officiate at the serv-
fces at 11 a.m. and § p.m., and be as-
pisted by Rev. Dr. William H. Wash-
inger of Chambersburg, Pa., Hev. Her-
¥in W. Roop of Manassas, Va., and Rev.
Dr. Charles E. Fultz, pastor of Mem-
orlal Church.

A epecial Sunday school session wlll
be held at 9:45 o’clock, when the school
will march to the new auditorium.

The music at the march of the mem-
bers of .the Sunday school tomorrow
will be given by the Brentwood Sunday
School Band.

The Sunday school lhouse has heen
erected by James A. Dowick, while the
board of trustees, composed of Messrs.
W. D. Seltzer, A. T. Thorson, Willlam
J. Holtman, A. M. Line, John B. Espey,
Washington Topham and the pastor,
has served in a supervisory capacity.

About 30,000 feet of a special floor-
fng has been laid which will do away
with the necessity of carpets, it is said,
and is also noiseless. This has been
lald on a reinforced concrete foor.

Each department and classroom has
seperate rooms all in plain view of the
desk of Supt. J. H. Cooper. This has
been the main feature since the Incep-
tion of the work and in the arrange-
jnents each class has been provided
with compleie equipment of tables, black-
boards. single chairs and hooks.

A large social hall with a complete
kitchen attached will serve as a useful
adjunct to the school. In fact, it is de-
clared nothing has been overlocked in
providing for the comfort of the mem-

~

REY. CHARLES E, FULTZ.

bers of the school, one speciazl feature
being a bubbling drinking fountain.

The interior finishinge of the build-
ing are of highly polished quartered
oak. There are thirty-six Gothic win-
dows, with beautiful designs in opales-
cent glasg and the indirect lghting
system has been used.

Christian Endeabor Hour

BY HARVEY S. IRWIN.

TOPIC.
The Reasonableness and Value
of the Christian Endeavor ‘Plec}ge.
—Ps., 61:1-5.

Said 1 not so—that 1 would sin no more?
Witness, my God. 1 did;
Yet [ am run again upon the score;
My faolts cannot be hid
What shall 1 do? Mske vows and break them
wtifl?
*Twill be bat labor lost;
My good cannot prevall ugsinst mine nr;
The Lustpess will be crost.

©. sar not so: thou eanst not fell what strength
Tuy tsod may give thee at the length.

Troew thy vows, and f thou kesp the last,
Tuy God will pardos all that's past,

Yow while (how canst; while thou canst vow thou

mayst
Perbaps perform it when thou thinkest feast.
GEORGE HURBERT.

There must be a definite purpose to-
ward which endeavor is to be directed
1o wive the term “endeavor” any sig-
nifficance or meaning. Call it & vow, &
pledge or platform or i statement of
purpose or purposes, or what you will,
something of the kind is necessary to
constitute a Christian Endeavor So-

clety,

All organizations formulate in some
manner or declaration of the ends and
objects sought to be ohtained. The
derlaration may be long or short, ex-
plicit or zeneral, but whatever it ia,
f1 constitutes the lJife and being of
the society and if the announced prin-
cinles on which it stands are not up-
feld ihe society becomes inefficlent or
useless.

The Christian Endeanvor Soclety em-
bodies its purpeses in the form of a
pledge by which promisge is made 1o
promote the principles of Christlanity.

The efficléney and usefulness of the
society depend upon the fidelity of the
members in adhering to the vows as-
sumed.

Thege are some differences in the
wording of the Christian Endeavor

ledge as used in local societies, but
R is essentially the same In the ob-
jects for which endeavor Is to be made.

In considering the reasonableness and
value of the qhﬂbtinn Endeavor pledge
let us have 1t immediately before us
in the form generally adopted.

* * & &

Active Member’s Pledge.

“Trusting In the Lord Jesus Christ
for strength, I promize Him that T
will strive to do whatever He would
like to have me do; that I will make
it the rule of my life to pray and read
the Bible every day, and to support
my owa church In every way, especlal-
1y by attending =all her regular Sun-
day and midweek services, unless
prevented by some reason which I
ean conscientiously give to my Bavior;
and that fust as far as I know
Sow- thtoughout my whole life I will

endeavor to lead a C tian life,
“As an active ,':.,‘Lﬂ: 1 promisz to

every Christian Endeavor prayer meet-
ing unless hindered by some reason
which I ecan conscientiously glve to
my Lord and Master. If obliged to be
absent from the monthly coneecration
meeting I will, if possible, send at least
a verse of Scripture to be read In re-
sponse to name at rell call” .
There is. nothing unreasonable in
such a promize. Tt involves no more
than a true Christian can and may do.
1f the requirements of the pledge
are observed good will result—good to
the faithful member, to the soclety,
to the church and to the community.
The important thing is to live up to
it with all your might—strive to reach
as near a fulfilment as posible. If
there Is not a sincere purpose to keep
the pledge it is best fot to take it. .

C N T

A Pledge-EKeeper.

A great many members of Christian
Endeavor ought not to take that part
of the pledge which promises an at-
tendance upon the regular Sunday
and midweek services of the church
unless prevented by some reason which
they can conscientiously give to
Christ. Only those who propose in
their hearts to keep it should subsacribe
to it. It is better not to vow than to
vow and not repay.
The best part of the pledge is that
which relates to lovalty to the church.
This was, 1 think, the supreme
thought in the mind of Dr. Clark In
organizing the first Endeavor Beciety
in his own church. His great idea was
to bring the young people Into closer
connection with the work and services
of the local church. Is this end gained
if the young people reach the conelu-
sion that they need have no part or
interest in any services hut their own?
Christian Endeavor is a grand school
for the training of the young for the
work of the church, and they should
during the process of this schoollng be
in close touch with the sublime ordi-
naneces and uplifting services of the
chureh, which is the only divine insti-
tution appointed for the restoration of
fallen man to the favor or God.
Christian Endeavor is doing a great
work, but it will do a far greater
work when that part of the pledge
under discussion finds a fuller response
from Endeavorers
* % % ¥

Magnify the Pledge.

The great danger is that the pledge
wiil be too loosely regarded and not
strictly fulfilled. The soclety that
strietly ohserves its vows as volun-
tarily made by each member cannot
fail In becoming a great power for
good In any church.

Hence the plea is earnestly made to
every member to magnify the pledge.

The promlise without performance is
of no avail. It iz a means of harm—
it adds the sin of untruthfulness,

In the pledge we make a covenant
of obedience to the requirements of
Christ's gospel. It is gur manual of
ohligation and service. We should not
hastlly or thoughtlessly i.ake cove-
nants with the Lord. .

The Christidn’ Endeavor pledge when
subscribed to should bes sacredly kept
It meuns, if it means anything, to the

MEMORIAL TUNITED BRETHREN CHURCH WITH NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL HO‘IFBE ™0 RIGHT.

PRESIDENT TO ATTEND
HOSPITAL MEETING

Plans to Be at Continental Memorial
Hall Monday Afternoon to Hear
of Tokyo Institution.

President Wilson is to attend a mass
meeting in Continental Memorfal Hall
Monday afterncon at 5 o'clock in ad-
vancement of the work of the Interna-
tional Christian Hospital In Tokyo,
Japan, when the Bishop of Washing-
ton will preeide.

A feature of the meeting will be some
beautiful lantern slides of Japan, ex-
plained by Mrs. Charles Rodman Pan-
coast of Philadelphia, followed by an
address by Dr. Rudolf B. Tuesler, who
is a native of Virginia. Among the
patronesses are Miss Wilson. Mra.
Lansing, Mrs. McAdoo, Mrs. Garrison,
Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. Daniels, Mrs. Burle-
son, Mrs. Lane, Mre. Houston, Mrs.
Redfield and Mrs. Wilson..

The International Christlan Hospital
in Tokyo is under American auspices.
It was founded about fourteen years
ago by Bishop McKim, with the ob-
ject of providing n modern hospital for
foreign residents and travelers, to aid
the sick and suffering of Tokyo, to
establish a central point for the study
of oriental diseases and scientific re-
search., to cement by international co-
operation, and a living, working or-
ganization, the friendship between
Japan and America, to {llustrate by
demonstration practical Christianity, to
fit and train Christian nurses and doc-
tors who shall go forth well prepared
to minister to the sick and extend
Christian influences for good. Such a
work, it is declared, should com-
mand the Interest and support of a
Christian nation for the many objects
for which it stands. :

e

ideals of the Christ life, and that means

standing for tha Church of Christ.
The Chr:w- ndssyile Hoclety 1a

not the ch L at 1w v endeavor

is pledged to be “for Christ and the

church.” ‘

* ¥ ¥k *

Great Principles.

In keeping conaclentiously the pledge
the graces of spirituality, Christian en-
thusiasm and fellowship, loyalty to the
truth of God's word and congecration
to His cause, are secured . to and manl-
fested by the life of the endeavorer.

The. Christian Endeavor pledge
stands for great principles. Principla
is_ the principal thing. - Moral prin-
ciples are universally approved, though
not universally adopted and practiced.
Those who have little concern for per-
sonal morality admire it in others.
Christian principles, while including
all moral ones, are based upon higher
ideals. Morality aside from religion
relates to things between men only.
There are many moral men who are
not Christians, but there are no
Christians who are not moral.

* % X ¥

Promises Reasonable.

We can have no question of the rea-
sonableneras of a pledge that binds one
to promote the principles of morality
and rellgion and the value of such a
pledge when conscientiously made can-
not be measured. 2

We speak of Christian Endeavor
principles under various terms, such as
the principle of faith, of obligation. of
co-operation, of testimony and the llke.
All thege are implied In these words of
the pledge: “Trusting in the Lord
"Jesus Christ for strength I promise
Him that I will strive to do whatever
He would like to have me do.”

By striving to do- everything that
Christ would have ‘him do and by
daily prayer and reading of the Bible
to find out_what He wants him to do,
the endeavorer attains the spirituality
of mind which is the common mark cf
al';'hhelie\'ern., T It.h

e spirit of the pledge stands for the
beauty that is in the mind of Christ.
It is a great thought that we may have
the indwelling oE His spirit to guide
and strengthen in all aur endeavors.
The pledge when faithfully kept means
Bpiritual mindedness and that insures
purity in the home and spcial life, hon-
esty In the dally life, loyalty in the
church 1ife, patriotism in the national
life and Christian fellowship and
brotherhood with all mankind. How
infinitely great is this value!

* & % ¥
Keep Thy Vows.

Every Christian, whether a member
of the Christian Endeavor' Boclety or
not, 1s under obligation to do in some
form or other everything ~promised in
the pledge of this sockety, .. |

SEVENTH.DAY ADVENTISTS BEGIN
WEEK OF PRAYER TODAY

Churches of Denomination Throughout Wor]cl- t-o
Observe Period.

In more than 2,700 Seventh-day Ad-
ventist churches throughout the world,
beginning today and continuing until
next Saturday, the annual week of
prayer services will be held. A spe-
cial program has been arranged which
will be followed In all the churches.
Leading ministers of the denomination
have prepared readings for the occa-
sion which will be presented by those
who conduct the meetings, after which
the communicants will draw near to
God in seasons of prayer.

Elder 1. H. Evans, president of the
North Ameriean divislon conference,
with headquarters in Takoma Park, in
calling attention to this yearly custom
has sent out the following to the
churches in North America:

“If ever we needed the week of pray-

er, it is now. On every hand we see
the clash and strife of nations; the
struggle between capital and labor ex-
ists in every land; wickedness is stalk-
ing abroad; the most destructive con-
vulsions of uncontrollable forces stlll

continue to sweep away property and
the lives of men; and amid it all, com-
binations of men are striving to better
condition®s by uniting their human
strength to enforce by law what they
call ‘civie righteousness.'

“In the mldst of this maelstrom of
confusion and international perplexity
{;od’'s people have to live and ecarry on
the great work of preparing a people
for the coming of Christ. We know
not what a vear may bring forth; even
tomorrow is hidden from our view. But
we do know that God lives, that His
hand is shaping our destinies, and that
the Holy Spirit will be with us in fin-
Ishing the work.

“In this time of stress and straln we
need to pray. We must see that the
channel between our souls and heaven
is kept open, and that the Holy Spirit
has control of our lives. He must be
victorious over sin. Habite which have
long had the mastery over us must now
be mastered. This can never be done
by human strength. If God does not
give us the victory through prayer and
faith. we shall fail. Others than our-
selves will walk the golden streets,
others wear our crowns, and we be
among the lost.”

DESIGNATED FOR
ARMY CHAPLAINCY

Rev. Philip J. Horton to Take Ex-
amination Shortly.

REV. PHILIP J. HORTON.
To fill one of the existing vacancies

now In the Chaplain Corps, United
States Army, Rev. Philip J. Hortonp has
been designated for axamination and
appointment, and will appear before an
examining board of officers as soon as
one convened. o

Rev. Horton was born at New Haven,
Conn., February 27, 1883, and recetved
hia early education In the public
schools of that ¢ity. After graduating
from the New Haven High Bchool "in
1901 he entered Bt. Rose College in
Kentucky, where he remained three
years, thence c¢¢ming te the Catholic
University of America, where he
took up philosophical and theological
studies. .

He was ordained to the priesthood
June 21, 1908, by Rt. Rev. Denls O'Con-

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR
MISSIONARY UNION

Presbytery of Washington Organi-
zation to Meet Monday Evening
in New York Avenue Church.

The Christ'an Endeavor WMissionary
Uhion of the Presbytery of Washington
city will meet Monday evening in the
New York Avenue Church at 7:45 o'clock.

The officers of the union are: President,
Frank McChesney: viee presidents, Mra.
Frank E. Edgington, Albert 1. Kley, Miss
Marion Mattern and 5. W. Shear; record-
ing secretary, Bartley TReeside; cor-
responding secretary, Miss Florence Stein-
brenner: treasurer, Albert T. St Clair.

A report will be made of the study class
recently conducted by the union, led by
B. Carter Milliken of New York.

The union unites with the Christian
Endeavor societics of Philadelphia in the
support of Rev. William O. Elterich of
Cheefoo, China, who is principal of the
Boys' High #chool there. In addition to
this work as an instructor, it is said, he
has unusual gifts as an evangelist.

The Society of the Covenant has its own
missionary, Rev. James McHenry, at
Canton, China. The union also supports
six scholarships among the mountain
pecple of the south.

An address by an oriental will be a
feature of the program Monday night,
and the mountain work will be presented
by Dr. John N. Mills. There ars twenty-
eight societies in the union, with a mem-
bership of 400,

The union will be entertained by the
Christian Endeavor Soclety of & New
York Avenue Church, of which Miss
Marie Knapp is president.

nell, who was then rector of the Cath-
olic University. After his ordination
Rev. Horton went abroad to pursue
special studies In theology and canon
law, and. entered the College of the
“Angellco,” in Rofhe. He returned to
America in 1911 and took up his priest-
ly career, laboring in the Portland dio-
cese, where he was stafioned at the
cathedral, and it was while there he
first became acquainted with the work
of an army chaplain, belng frequently
called upon to administer to the spir-
itual mneeds of the soldlers stationed
In the neighhorhood forts.

Rev. Horton, who, it is sald, I8 highly
recommended for the appointment,
arrived in Washington this week to
take up his refidence at the Apostolic
Mission House, previous to entering
the service.

METHODISTS CONTRIBUTE RECORD

SUM TO

FOREIGN MISSIONS

Denomination Gives $2.600.000 During Year Just
Closed.

Methodists of the north, just closing
their year, contribute $2,800,000 to for-
eign missions, the largest sum In the
history of American Methodism.

The figures include both the regular
foreign board recelpts and the women's
forelgn work. Both, however, pass all

former records.

The regular receip
foreign board were $1,188,000, an in-
crease of $18.000 over the preceding
year, and of special .receipts $512,000,
an increase of $100,000. This Increase
{ncludes war relief funds, beside some
money glven for property purchases.
The total is $1,700,700, while the total
for the women reaches $900,000.

Some jindication of the growth of
Methodist work in spite of war condi-
tions is seen in the fact that these flelds

ts of the general

laet year asked for $354,000. This year
the same fields apply for $1,325,000 for
regular work, and at least $100,000 for
extension and the purchase of new
properties. Improved financial times,
and everybody at work, are given as
reasons why enthuslasts on these fields
expect larger sums this year.

Methodist Benevolent socleties are
this year meeting on the Pacific coast
for the first time, save only that ten
vears ago one of them met In §Feat-
tle. The foreign goclety is just now
in session in l.os Angeles. The home
goclety is to meet in Oakland, and the
Fréedman's Ald in Pasadena.

Women interested in home missions
met two or three weeks since In Seat-
tle, and women working for foreign
will meet a few days hence in Los
Angeles. These agencles collect and
distribute upward of $6,000,060 a year.

—

FOR OBSERVANCE OF
EVANGELISTIC EFFORT

Two Sessions to Be Held Monday by
Presbyterians in New York Ave-
nue Church.

The last hour of the meeting of the
Presbytery of Washington to be held
Monday morning in the New York
Avenue Presbyterian Church “will he
devoted to prayer, asking the blessing
upon the evangelistic work of the
chureh,” according ‘to announcement
made today by Rev. J. Harvey Dunham,
pastor of Western Presbyterian Church
and chairman of the presbytery’'s com-
mittee on evangelism.

This meeting is to be followed by =2
special gathering in the New York
Avenus Church Monday evening, when
ministers and elders of the presbytery
are expected to attend.

Dr. George G. Mahy, secretary of the
Presbyterian general assembly's per-
manent committee on evangelism, and
Dr. J. W. McKean of SBlam are to des
liver the addresses of the occagion.

Dr. Dunham has sent cards to the

minlsters and elders of the Presbytery
and is urging the importance of the
gathering.

—
for through the true observance of

e ———
—

its spirit of consecration and devotion®

to God's word and God's church all
may be uplifted and made illustrious
as the children of the Highest.

Oall to thy God for grace to keep
Thy vows; and if thou break them, waeep.

Weep for thy broken vows, and vow again:
Yows made with tears cgnnot be still in vals.

be true to all my dutles, to be present
and txke part, asi@e-from singing, in

one signing it, & decision to.stand for

'

* There is, {herefore, every reason to
magnily ita reason ableness .and value,

Then onee again 1 vow to mend my ways:
mqmmmn-ﬁmm.

i

TO TELL OF CAPTIVITY
AMONG THE TURKS

Rev. Shabaz, Missionary to Persia,
to Bpeak of Alleged Ottoman
Atrocities in' Near East Tomor-

-

TOW.

Hev. Yonan K. Shabaz, misslonary to
Paersia, who has just escaped from a
six-month captivity among the Turka
and Kurds, is to deliver addresses in
two Baptiat churches of the city to-
morrow, he planning to be at Metro-
politan Church in the morning, at 11
o'clock, and at Fifth Church in the
evening.

Rev. %hnbu, who is a native Perslan,
educated In America, and for many
yvears a missionary in Persia, wilill tell
of the experiences of Persian Christlans
during the recent Turkish atrocities in
that country, from which he has just

escaped.
5 -and his family, it is

The missionary
sald, were prisoners for several months,
killed, and the

one of his children waé
rest of the famlly saved only by reason
of the fact that while a student here
he had become an American citizen and
clajmed and obtained the protection
of the American flag.

CHURCH NOTES.

Tuberculosis Bunday is to be observy-
ed in Bhiloh Baptist Church tomor-
row. The pastor, Rev. J. M. Waldron,
will presch at 11 o'clock on “The Pre-
vention of Tuberculosis.”

* k % ¥
.. *“The Democracy of Christianity” will
be the subject of an address to be de-
livered before the Lanham M. K.
Church: tomorrow evening by Page
McK. Etchison, religious work director

of ths Young Men's Christian Assocla-

EFFORT OF NATIONAL W. C. T. U. TO BE OUTLINED
AT MASS MEETING TOMORROW AFTERNOON

*A Dry District of Columbia™ Is Expected as One of the Slogans at Gathering
in Poli's Theater, to Be Attended by Leaders From

Many Parts of the Country.

MRS, CHARLES P. GRANDFIELD.
Preparations have been completed for

the big Nationmal W. €. T. U
meeting In Toli's Theater tomor-
row evening, when Mrs. Mary Har-

ris Armor, national lecturer of the or-
ganization, and Dr. Mary Stone, presi-
dent of the W, C. T. U. of China, are
to make addresses, and the plan of
campaign of the organization before
the present session of Congress will
be outlined. ©Over 30,000 invitations
have heen sent out to the workers in
the various churcnes of the city, and
it 18 expected that a large attendance
will result. ‘"A Dry District of Colum-
bia'" is expected as one of the slogang.

Miss Anna Adams Gordon, president
of the National W. C. T. U, will pre-
side over the meeting, and a large num-
ber of the leaders of the organization
in many parts of the country will be
in attendance. She will be presented

by Senator Sterling of North Dakota.

Miss Vesta Pollock, soloist of the
Loyal Temperance Legion. will sing a
solo, “The Children's Happy Day,”
during the meeting.

The following presidents of the state
W. . T. U.'s will be in attendance and
occupy geats on the platform: Mrs. Ella
A. Boule, New York; Mrs. Sara H.
Hoge, Virginia; Mrs. Emma Sanford
Shelton, Distriet of Columbia; Mrs.
Frances E. Beauchamp, Kentucky; Mrs.
Ella M. George, Pennsylvania; Mrs.

MRS, BENJAMIN LINEBACK,

Florence D. Richard, Ohlo; Mrs. Lenna
Lowe Yost, West Virginia; Mrs. Jennie
I.. W. -Rooke, Rhode Island, and Mrs.
Mary R, Haslup of Maryland.
©Other leaders of the organization to
attend will be Mrs. Deborah Knox Liv-
ingston of Maine, superintendent of the
franchise department, Nagional W. .
T. U.; Mrs, Martha M. Allen of New
York, superintendent of the medical
%gﬁ fiee departme National W, C.
178 Mrs.“Caroline McDowell of Penn-
sylvania, superintendent of department
world’'s W. . T. U. missionary fund;
Mrs. Margaret Dye Ellis, Washington,
). (., superintendent of legislation, Na-
tional W. (. %.; Mrs. Ella Hoover
Thacher, superintendent of department
6f work among soldiers and s=sailors;
Miss Mary Frances Willard Anderson,
Massachusetts, general secretary of
young people’'s branch of the National
/. . T. U.: Miss Mary Anderson
of Massachusetts, a native of Russia;
Mrs. Suessa B. Blaine, Washington, D.
C., National W. C. T. U. organizer and
jecturer: Mrs. Rosetta . Lawson,
Washington, . C., National W. C. T. U.
organizer and lecturer; Mizs Margaret
Bilz, Mlchigan, National W. C. T. 1L
organizer and lecturer: Mrs. M. W.
Newton, Virginia, National W, C. T. U.
evangelist; Miss Ellen M. Stone, Wash-
ington, D. C., National W. C. T. U lee-
turer, and Miss Jennie Smith, Wash-
ington, D. €., National W. LDl LA B
evangelist. \
Various leaders of the organization
will deliver addresses on temperance,
as follows:
Mrs. Ella A

Boule of New TYork,

PROCTOR.

Douglas Methodist Episcopal Church,
tomorrow evening; Mrsa. Frances Beau-
champ of Kentucky will speak at Cal-
vary M. E, Church on Sunday morn-
ing: Mra. Sara Hoge of Virginia, Ry-
land M. E. Church tomorrow evening:
Mrs. Ella George of Peunsylvanla, at
Wesley M. E, Church, tomorrow even-
ing; Mrs. Martha M. Allen, at H Street
Christian Church, tomorrow evening:
Mrs. Lenna Yost of West Virginia and
Mrs. Jennie Rooke of Rhode lsland. at
Union M. E. Church, tomorrow even-
ing.

Other evening speakers and services
will be Dr. Mary Stone of China and
Miss Mary Frances Willard Anderson
and Miss Mary Andersen of Massachu-

MRES. EDNA

setts, First Congregational Chureh:
Mrs. Deborah Knox Livingston of
Muine, Vermont Avenue Christian

Florence Pritchard

Church, and Mrs
Methodist Episcopal

of Ohio, Waugh
Church.

The committers arranging for the
meeting are as follows:

General—Mrs, Emma Sanford Shel-
ton, chairman: Mrs, Theodore T.
Moore. Mrs. E. 8 Henry, Mrs, Benja-
min Lineback, Mre. Charles P. Grand-
field and Mrs. Jamea W. Alllson.

Press—Mra. Theresa A, Williams,
chairman; Mrs. Nellie H. Bradley, Mr=.
. Mattingly, Mrs, L. F. Pickering.
Mrs. Edith E. Mulford, Mrs. Elsie
Cheesman, Mrs. R, L. Scages, Mrs, Lida
M. Marsh, Mrs. M. G. Copeland, Mrs.
Merrick Montgomery, Mrs, Clare Lushy,
Mrs. Eila M. Drew, Mra, H. 8. Petrle,
Mrs. Arthur and Mrs., King.

—

Eomorth. League Biscussion |

By Robert D. Burbank,

President of Washington District Ep-
worth League.

THE PROMISE OF HEAVEN.
John, 14:1-3; Rev, 7:9-1T.

tians were never more flercely besct, and
we can only realize the eonditions then
as we become more and inore familiar
with the unbelievably horrible details of
the deliberately diabolical annihilation of
2 whole natlon in this, our own day—for
nowhere in history can we find another
such instance of a whole nation of hun-
dreds of thousends of people suffering
such a martyrdom for their'faith as the
Mosl are [nflicting even now upon

A city throned upon a height bebold, 3
W]gretn no foot of man &5 I;‘et has trod;
The city of man's life fultiiled lo God.
Bathed all in light, with open gates of gold,
Perfect the city is in tower and street;
And thers a palars for each mortal walts,
Complete mnd perfect, at whose outer gates
An angel stands, ite occupant tn greet.
Still shine, O patient city oo the helght,
The while our race in hut and hovel dwells,
It bears the music of thy heavenly bells,
And its dull soul is haunted by the light.
1o, One, the Son of Man, hath heard thy call,
And the dear Christ bath claimed thee for us all,
—Thillips Brooks.

Throughout the year we have been
studying the great promises of the
Blble, each month considering one of
these promises—the promises of a Re;
deemer, of forgiveness, of sonship to
God, of immortality, of personal holl-
ness, of guldance, of refreshment and
renewal, of protection, of the world's
evangelization, and the “prophet’s
great promise to youth.” y

It is very fitting that we close this
series with a discussion of “The
Promise of Heaven,” for of all the
great promises found in God's word,
none has come with greater force,
especlally in the times of trial and
weakness, when the inspiration and
support of promises was most needed.

“I.et not your heart be troubled: Ye
believe in (3od, believe also in me. In
my Father's house fre many mansions:
if it were not so [ would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto
myself, that where I am, there ye may
be also.”

These words of the Master, recorded
in the fourteenth chapter of John's
gospel, have found a pecullar place in
the hearts of men through all the cen-
turies of the Christian era. Jesus had
been teaching the disciples their last
and hardest lessons, and after the
traltor had gone from the upper room
the Master was telllng them how he
would soon leave them, and then com-
forted them with these words, so full
of meaning, so vibrant with power, 50
expressive of the spirit of the Christ.

Tittle did those disciples understand
the import .of. this promise then, and
perhaps mo one since has been ready
to say he has discovered all the depths
of meaning lying beneath the oriental
imagery of these words. Yet we see
that they comforted and calmed and
strengthened the disciples, and despite
the various interpretations placed on
them, they have had the same effect
on _the hearts of men ever salnce.

The bcok of Revelations was written
to encourage the Christians, who suffered
terrible persecutions during the closing
years of the first century, when the
Roman empire was spending all its forces
in a last desperate attempt to wipe out
the faith that threatened the anclent
cults of the mation. Probably the Chris-

tion. This service will be conducted by
the Y. M. C. A, gospel team. Charles A.
Kingella will lead the congregational
singing.
% %k ¥ ¥
William Knowles Cooper, general sec-
retary of the Young Men's Christian
Assoclation, will deliver an address be-
fore the students of the Maryland Agri-
cultural College tomorrow afternoon.
* %k %k ¥
J. Milton Waldron will address the
regular Sunday afternoon meeting at
the Twelfth Street Branch Y. M. C. A.
tomorrow on the subject *Shackle
Breaking Forces.”
Sunday, December 19, an elaborate
musleal prograin has been arranged,

the Armenians. To these early Christians,
persecuted and threatened with extinction
by individual and wholesale martyrdom,
John sent from the Isle of Patmos this
message of encouragement, vision, and
promise, couched in the language and
imagery of the Apocalypse of Daniel and
of the Jewish writings of the period be-
tween the two testaments.
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Heaven.

The wise and humble of all nations and
ages have sought some assurance that
death is not the great finality. As far
back as we can trace the workings of the
human mind we find that men instinet-
ively were repelled by death. Based on
this universal repulsion by death and
search for something beyond, we find the
provision of some kind of a heaven the
ook #lement common to practically every
feliglon, worship and philosophy con-
celved by the mind of man. This con-
sclousness, common to humankind, of a
life other than the mere physical—that
does not cease with the death of the body
— has produced the idea of heaven as &
place where that part which is immortal
will epend eternity, or that condition or
state of the soul after death of the body.

Man's idea of heaven has been pro-
gressive, and has gone through as dis-
tinct and traceable an evolution as
phyvslcal life In the animal and vege-
table kingdoms. As the physical body
has universally been accepted as sym-
bolical of the soul, so the idea of
heaven has been based more or less on
the physical life and its conditions.
The primeval man thought of heaven
as the “happy hunting ground.” De-
velopment of physical life brought re-
finement of this idea, and we find vari-
ous ideas, such as the gratification of
the physical senses, as In the Elysian
flelds of the early Greeks: and later, in-
tellectual delights became a part of the
idea. Conceptions of heaven as a place
of rest, worship or' reward also de-
veloped as physical life progressed, but
not until Christ came and awakened
man to the consciousness of the soul-
life—the kingdom of heaven, as he often
called {t—dld the idea of the splritual
nature of heaven take root. But men
have been slow to accept and slower
to understand Christ's teaching, and
after nearly twenty centuries of prog-
ress we still find our vision of heaven
obscured by our inability to free our-
selves from consciousness of the con-
ditions of physical life, and we still
say, with Paul, “now we. see through a
glass, darkly.”

Since the time of the earliest Chris-
tians, whose Ideas of heaven and hell
were of certainly located places, where
the restored physical bodies enjoved
physical pleasures or suffered physical
pain, as pictured by Dante, sEome pe-
culiar ideas have arisen during the
gradual evolution of man'’s idea of
heaven. We read of theologians dis-
cussing earnestly the question of how
many angels could stand on the point
of a needle only a few centuries ago;
and most of the hymns and other poetry
of the last few centuries express the
idea of heaven as a distant place of
physical restoration, to be reached by
a journey after death. We sing:

There 1 a happy land,
Far, far awny!
Wihere smints immortal stepd,
Bright, bright as doy!

Today we find extent various ideas
of heaven, which may perhaps be clas-
sifled into ideas of a state aor place of
rest, and reward. work (service), wor-
ship, physical restoration, physical
perfection, mental development, men-
tal completeness, spiritual awakening,
spiritual development. spiritual com-
pleteness and of consciousness of
Christ'a presence.

Fulfillment—How, When, Where?
In view of these-widely differing and

to which the public is invited.

conflicting ideas of heaven how shall

“WASHINGTON THE
MODEL CITY”

Dr. Carroll to Use This Topic for Ad-
dress Pefore Calvary Baptist
Brotherhood Monday Evening.

The Brotherhood of Calvary Baptist
Church, which includes in its member-
ship all of the men of the church and
congregation, will hold Its sannual
meeting tomorrow, at 8 o'clock, in the
Sunday school house of the church.

The principal feature of the meeting

will be an illustrated lecture by Dr.
Mitchell Carroll, president of the
brotherhood, on “Washington the

Model City.” The lecture and illustra-
tions will include a comparative study
of Athens, Rome and Washington as
types of the city beautiful. Dr. Car-
roll has more than sixty slides, mostiy
colored, giving views and restorations
of Athens, Rome and Washington.

This lecture promises to be a most
interesting one, and, it is expected,
will attract u very large audience. It
has been given by Dr. Carroll in many
parts of the ceuntry and the comments
upon it have indicated, it is said, a
thorough appreciation of the lecturer
and the subject matter. The compari-
sons of the three cities have always
aroused and stimulated, it is declared,
local interest in civic matters wherever
presented. It is hoped that the broth-
erhood in directing its energies along
lines of elvic conditions in “its fall

eting may be instrumental in arous-
in and cultivating a deeper civic
pride, 1 more positive interest in com-
bining beauty and utility in city plan-
ning, as well a8 in promoting the cause
of civic righteousness,

In addition to the lecture the broih-
erhood will for the first time ohserve
ladies’ night. Refreshments will be
served at the ‘close of the lecture.
Robert H. McNeill chairman of tha
committee which charge of tha
meeting.

has

we geek to claim the fulfillment of the
promise? Surely, if our ideas of
heaven are in such utter confusion, the
promise of heaven cannot have much
influence on our lives, as Christ must
have meant it should, when he gave it
to us.
An analysis of Christ's words as
quoted from Johu's gospel shows that
the climax, the main point, the gist of
the matter, lies in the last clause, “that
wh_nn_e I am, there ye may be also.™
This is the essentiul point of the prom=-
ise—Christ’s presence. And again, in
the passage in Revelutions cited as a
reference, the essential element in the
vision of heaven was the presence of
Christ with the throng of martyrs,
And =0 throughout His ministry Christ
tanght of the kingdom of heaven aa
a spiritual consciousness of the pres-
ence of God. He made it 8o simple and
plain; and yet we have made it so
complex, and hard to understand. Tha
one and only condition was, “"God is a
spirit; and they that worship Him
must worship in spirit and in truth.”
If, then, the promise of heaven is ful-
filled by the consciousness of the pres-
ence of God, need we walit till after the
death of the physical bodv before our
spirits are free to enter His presence?
The teachings of Christ indicate very
clearly that it is not only our privilege
but our duty to enter God's presance at
once, and abide therein forever. This
is not an instantaneous transition, but
a gradual process—one necessarily
hampered by our Inck of understand-
ing and our consciousness of surround-
ing physical conditions—and in so far as
we attain the consciousness of God's
presence will we enjoy the promised
Heaven, not only after ‘death of the
body, but during the physical life—
here and now. , -
Lowell’'s words, so often misapplied
to efforts for worldly success, apply with
the deepest significance to the spir-»
itual devalopment that brings us closer
and ever closer into God's presence,
Heaven s nwot gained at a single bound,

But we bulld the ludder bx

which we rrl
the lowly carth to the vaulted sk
And we mount to its summit mundbrwa.




